
CAITHNESS DISTRICT SALMON FISHERY BOARD

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING:  21st of November 2025
Present
Chairman:  Lord Thurso (LT)
Members:  J Mackay(JM), I Cormack(IC), SWD Laird(SL), R Dunbar(RD), M Newton(MN)

Officers:      A Youngson(AY), EC McCarthy(EM), M Blackwood (MB)
Observer:			

1.Register of Interests
Nothing new to register.

2.Apologies
D Mackay(DM), A Macauslan (AM)

3.Minutes of the last meeting
 The minutes of the meeting held on 13th August were approved.

4. Matters arising 
Tormsdale – JT and SL redeclared interest. Note was circulated prior to meeting, Board was asked if AY could send a letter to Nature Scotland (copying to FMS). Board Agreed 


5.Finance and Admin

a) Clerk’s report. The table of correspondence and other activity by the Clerk was duly noted.

6.Consultant’s Report 
a. Nature Scot – Consultants report circulated before meeting. Dealt with under matters arising
b. Board’s current position - Consultants report circulated before meeting. Dealt with under matters arising
c.  Precedent - Consultants report circulated before meeting. Dealt with under matters arising
d. Repowering of Causeymire WF – AY gave update and explanation of current position. 
Action: 1. AY to attend expedition. 2. AY to respond to the scoping. Board Agreed  (JT & AY also to contact with developers from an owners point of view)
e. BESS (Battery Energy Storage Systems) – Boards main concern is the risks of BESS thermal runaway, cell failure and possible emergency use of river water. Action: JT advised, he could ask Kevin Brundish, specialist scientist that could write paper on the above. Board Agreed
f. Smolt Tracking - Report on Wick smolt tracking in 2024 now with MS-LOT for review (expected for end of year). Many smolts of the tagged smolts headed south-eastwards as in 2023.
g. Forss Recovery – ECM & MRN gave a brief update on the project to improve the river. 
h. Informal contact with Gearoid Murphy of NatureScot for WAA/ CDSFB re. Munsary peatlands restoration – For information. Taking opportunity of contact with WAA to put need for greater emphasis on protection of salmon interests (eggs/ redds) during operations deferred beyond NatureScot’s priority ban on activity during bird breeding season. Excellent responses from Gearoid covering all angles of near-stream operations – timing, streamside buffers, temporary bridges, JCB operator training.
i. River Wester -  In contact with contractor for Sinclair Bay to Spittal cable re. river crossing near SubSea7 yard.
j. Pink salmon - In 2025, the expected odd-year influx of pink salmon did not materialise. Few were reported for Scotland; only a single fish was reported from the trap on Thurso Beat 1.

7.Flow Country Rivers Trust
Notyhing to report

8.Bailiff’s Report
Bailiff reported that things had been very quiet. 

9.Any other business 

10.Meeting dates
The next meetings of the board will take place as stated below;
2026 meeting dates 
Remaining meeting for 2026 as provisional dates, based on last year’s dates. 
Proprietors meeting followed by board meeting Friday 5th June 2026 2pm (Ulbster)
Public meeting followed by board meeting Wednesday 5th August 2026 2pm (Ulbster)
Board meeting Friday 20th  November 2026 (zoom)






